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Painted Desert, NM

Bentonite-bearing shales, such as in the Painted Desert, are

derived from weathering of volcanic ash. The leaching of silica

is responsible for preservation of petrified wood

Vermiculite
Vermiculite is a high-charge 2:1

phyllosilicate clay mineral. It is

generally regarded as a weathering

product of micas. Vermiculite is

also hydrated and somewhat

expansible though less so than

smectite because of its relatively

high charge.

Granular clay absorbents, such as

vermiculite, have been used for over 75
years to clean up minor drips, spills and

over sprays in factories and garages


